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coach at the University of Louisville.
Coach Pitino is no stranger to our
State. He led the University of Ken-
tucky Wildcats to a national cham-
pionship in 1996.

We are thrilled to have Coach Pitino
back where he belongs, in the Blue-
grass State. No one likes to win bas-
ketball games more than Coach Pitino.
But more importantly, he will set a
great example for our children and
young adults, inspiring them to set
high goals and then work hard to
achieve success.

Coach, welcome back to Kentucky
and to the University of Louisville.

f

URGING CONGRESS TO LIMIT
TRASH IMPORTATION

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, news came last week that the
Fresh Kills landfill on Staten Island
that has taken municipal waste from
New York City is scheduled to be
closed in a couple of weeks, a few
months ahead of what was expected.
Now that Fresh Kills will soon be clos-
ing, the problem of municipal waste
being hauled interstate becomes all the
more acute.

Virginians are certainly not fond of
the trash trucks coming down I–95,
bringing out-of-state garbage through
their communities to dump sites in the
State. Not only is the trash unwanted,
but the added large-truck traffic has
made many local rural roads unsafe.

State legislative efforts to stem this
invasion of garbage into the Common-
wealth have been frustrated by Federal
courts labeling trash as ‘‘commerce,’’
and thus subject to only Congress’ reg-
ulation pursuant to the commerce
clause of the Constitution.

This morning I am urging my col-
leagues in Congress to pass tough legis-
lation that will empower States to
limit the amount of trash being
brought within their borders. The clos-
ing of Fresh Kills makes this legisla-
tion all the more urgent, since New
York is apparently counting on export-
ing even more of their trash. Vir-
ginians do not want this garbage com-
ing into their communities, and I ask
Congress’ help in getting action on this
problem.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASS). Pursuant to clause 8, rule XX,
the Chair announces that he will post-
pone further proceedings on today’s
motion to suspend the rules if a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or if the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later today.

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL
OF VALOR ACT OF 2001

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 802) to authorize the
Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 802

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Public Safe-
ty Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL.

After September 1, 2001, the President may
award, and present in the name of Congress,
a Medal of Valor of appropriate design, with
ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety
officer who is cited by the Attorney General,
upon the recommendation of the Medal of
Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor
above and beyond the call of duty. The Pub-
lic Safety Medal of Valor shall be the highest
national award for valor by a public safety
officer.
SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.—There is es-
tablished a Medal of Valor Review Board
(hereinafter in this Act referred to as the
‘‘Board’’), which shall be composed of 11
members appointed in accordance with sub-
section (b) and shall conduct its business in
accordance with this Act.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) MEMBERS.—The members of the Board

shall be individuals with knowledge or exper-
tise, whether by experience or training, in
the field of public safety, of which—

(A) two shall be appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate;

(B) two shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the Senate;

(C) two shall be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives;

(D) two shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the House of Representatives; and

(E) three shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, including one with experience in fire-
fighting, one with experience in law enforce-
ment, and one with experience in emergency
services.

(2) TERM.—The term of a Board member
shall be 4 years.

(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of the Board shall not affect the pow-
ers of the Board and shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(4) OPERATION OF THE BOARD.—
(A) CHAIRMAN.—The Chairman of the Board

shall be elected by the members of the Board
from among the members of the Board.

(B) MEETINGS.—The Board shall conduct its
first meeting not later than 90 days after the
appointment of the last member appointed of
the initial group of members appointed to
the Board. Thereafter, the Board shall meet
at the call of the Chairman of the Board. The
Board shall meet not less often than twice
each year.

(C) VOTING AND RULES.—A majority of the
members shall constitute a quorum to con-
duct business, but the Board may establish a
lesser quorum for conducting hearings sched-
uled by the Board. The Board may establish
by majority vote any other rules for the con-
duct of the Board’s business, if such rules are
not inconsistent with this Act or other appli-
cable law.

(c) DUTIES.—The Board shall select can-
didates as recipients of the Medal of Valor
from among those applications received by
the National Medal of Valor Office. Not more
often than once each year, the Board shall

present to the Attorney General the name or
names of those it recommends as Medal of
Valor recipients. In a given year, the Board
shall not be required to select any recipients
but may not select more than 5 recipients.
The Attorney General may in extraordinary
cases increase the number of recipients in a
given year. The Board shall set an annual
timetable for fulfilling its duties under this
Act.

(d) HEARINGS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board may hold such

hearings, sit and act at such times and
places, administer such oaths, take such tes-
timony, and receive such evidence as the
Board considers advisable to carry out its
duties.

(2) WITNESS EXPENSES.—Witnesses re-
quested to appear before the Board may be
paid the same fees as are paid to witnesses
under section 1821 of title 28, United States
Code. The per diem and mileage allowances
for witnesses shall be paid from funds appro-
priated to the Board.

(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—The Board may secure directly from
any Federal department or agency such in-
formation as the Board considers necessary
to carry out its duties. Upon the request of
the Board, the head of such department or
agency may furnish such information to the
Board.

(f) INFORMATION TO BE KEPT CONFIDEN-
TIAL.—The Board shall not disclose any in-
formation which may compromise an ongo-
ing law enforcement investigation or is oth-
erwise required by law to be kept confiden-
tial.
SEC. 4. BOARD PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—(1) Except
as provided in paragraph (2), each member of
the Board shall be compensated at a rate
equal to the daily equivalent of the annual
rate of basic pay prescribed for level IV of
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of
title 5, United States Code, for each day (in-
cluding travel time) during which such mem-
ber is engaged in the performance of the du-
ties of the Board.

(2) All members of the Board who serve as
officers or employees of the United States, a
State, or a local government, shall serve
without compensation in addition to that re-
ceived for those services.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of
the Board shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for employees of agencies
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from their
homes or regular places of business in the
performance of service for the Board.
SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.—The term

‘‘public safety officer’’ means a person serv-
ing a public agency, with or without com-
pensation, as a firefighter, law enforcement
officer, or emergency services officer, as de-
termined by the Attorney General. For the
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘‘law
enforcement officer’’ includes a person who
is a corrections or court officer or a civil de-
fense officer.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each
of the several States of the United States,
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.
SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Attorney General such sums as may be
necessary to carry out this Act.
SEC. 7. NATIONAL MEDAL OF VALOR OFFICE.

There is established within the Depart-
ment of Justice a National Medal of Valor
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